UNIVERSITY OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA
PHARMACEUTICAL
SCIENCES BUILDING

LOCATION

Vancouver, British Columbia

SIZE

22,854 m2

CAPACITY

896 full-time equivalents

ARCHITECT

Saucier + Perrotte Architectes /
Hughes Condon Marler
Architects

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

Glotman Simpson Consulting
Engineers

SPECIALTY ENGINEER

StructureCraft Builders Inc.

PROJECT OWNER

University of British Columbia

B.C. GOVERNMENT MINISTRY
Ministry of Advanced Education,
Innovation and Technology

Project Overview
The award-winning Pharmaceutical Sciences Building is a
gateway to the academic core of the University of British
Columbia – and a showcase for the immense potential of
wood construction.
Wood has a high profile throughout the public spaces of the
building, inside and out. It is used in the wall cladding, in
exposed wall guard protection, and as trim. Design highlights
incorporating wood include angled cedar ceilings, millwork in
framed partitions, and features in the exterior landscape such
as wood seating and table surfaces.
The wood in the Pharmaceutical Sciences Building creates a
warm, welcoming environment for students, staff and visitors,
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while offering environmental benefits. Studies show wood
products have a significant impact on indoor environmental
quality; this in turn directly benefits human health and leads
to greater productivity through improved concentration and
lower levels of fatigue for building occupants.
Designed to the LEED Gold standard, the structure supports
the expansion of the Faculty of Pharmacy and provides a
home to a number of research organizations, including the
Centre for Drug Research and Development. There is also a
pharmacy clinic that lets students and practitioners around
the province gain valuable experience working with patients.

“The Pharmaceutical Sciences Building aesthetic
is one of balance between the natural beauty of
wood surfaces and other materials such as glass
and concrete. The wood also speaks to the
building’s design inspiration: trees.”
K. Wayne Riggs, Dean pro tem, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
This profile is published by Forestry Innovation Investment, the
Government of British Columbia’s market development agency for
forest products.
For more examples of innovative wood building projects throughout
British Columbia, visit:

The wood grain featured in this profile is lodgepole pine.
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