


wood and
sustainability 

in keeping with the vancou ver board of park s’  ongoing
commitment to sustainability, this facility was built to high environmental 
standards, targeting Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(leed®) Gold standard.
	 •	Regional materials (including the wood components) for construction; 
	 •	A 30% reduction in water use due to harvesting rainwater for use in 
		  dual-flush, water-efficient toilets; 
	 •	The transfer of excess heat from ice slab cooling to heat the building;
	 •	The use of certified and sustainable wood in glulam beams; and 
	 •	The use of indoor materials (including wood products) that are
		  low in volatile organic compounds and fumes and contain no urea  
		  formaldehyde. 

All help to save and re-use energy and reduce water use and waste.
Wood's natural properties allow it to absorb and release moisture in 

order to maintain equilibrium with the adjacent air. This has the effect of 
raising humidity when the air is dry, and lowering it when the air is moist.

In addition, wood products store carbon that would otherwise 
—through natural forest decay or forest fires—be released to the atmo-
sphere as greenhouse gases. In this way, building with wood contributes 
positively to an overall reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and the 
mitigation of climate change. 
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